
Item 4. Implementation of the six mandated areas of the Permanent Forum 

Giitu ságadoalli. Thank you, Madam/Mr Chair. 

My name  is  Per-Olof  Nutti.  I  am the  President  of  the  Sámi  Parliament  in  Sweden  and  I  am
delivering this statement on behalf of the Sámi Parliaments in Finland, Sweden and Norway and the
Saami Council.  The Sámi and the Inuit  are  the Indigenous peoples  of the Arctic  socio-cultural
region in the Permanent Forum. 

We, the Sami people are one people in four countries in our home that we call Sápmi. Sápmi knows
no borders. Neither does climate change. The Arctic is warming about twice as fast as the global
average.  Climate  change  is  negatively  impacting  our  traditional  livelihoods;  reindeer  herding,
fishing and hunting and thereby our culture and social well-being. As a reindeer herder I experience
the consequences of climate change first hand on a daily basis. 

Commercial and extensive use of Sámi lands and waters for extraction of natural resources, industry
and infrastructure are already imposing great challenges to our culture and our rights. The impacts
of climate change as a cumulative effect must therefore be understood in this context and addressed
accordingly. 

We want the permanent forum and all  of you to be aware of the renewable dystopia currently
underway in Sápmi – our home. 

The climate crisis is demanding actions and solutions. As a result, wind power, mining rare earth
minerals and turning forests into biomass is presented as climate solutions across Europe that will
pave the way for a sustainable future. Through policy programmes such as the European Green
New  Deal,  many  governments  lower  taxes,  offer  subsidies  and  loosen  regulations  to  advance
renewable energy production and the transition to a green economy. As a consequence, we are told
that we have to give up our territories and our livelihoods to save the world from climate change. 

Living and working in nature – guided by our knowledge Árbediehtu and holistic understanding of
the interlinkages between us humans and our surrounding environments, the Sámi are the stewards
of our homelands and experts on how our lands and waters should be used. But instead of listening
to us,  and respecting our rights to determine how our lands should be used and cared for,  the
Governments are treating Sápmi as a bottomless treasure chest for commercial interests. We are told
that we have to give up our ancestral lands and livelihoods to save the world from climate change. 

Across  Sápmi,  the  governments  of  Sweden,  Norway,  Finland  and  Russia  are  promoting  and
enabling energy and resource extraction projects in the name of “green and sustainable energy”. On
our ancestral lands industrial wind farms are constructed, forests are cut down for bio fuel, mining
concessions are granted.  All  in  order  to supply the western world’s growing demand for green
energy. The Sámi people have always adapted to its environments. But now we are forced not only
to carry the burden of climate change, but also the burden of mitigation. 

Some examples: In Sweden more than 1500 windmills are constructed on Sámi territories. A fifth of
these are  built  within areas  with a legal  status  of  particular  importance to  reindeer  herding.  In
Norway  on  reindeer  herding  grazing  lands  on  the  Fosen  peninsula,  Fosen  Vind,  is  aiming  to
establish Europe’s largest onshore wind power complex, comprised of six wind farms. The planned
wind power plant in the Rastigaisa area by Grenselandet AS – owned by Finnish and Norwegian
companies – intending to provide energy to a fuel refinery requires building new infrastructure and
power line across the lands of Sámi reindeer herding communities. 



The lack of consultation processes to obtain Sámi consent for the activities are rather rule than
exception and the legal remedies to challenge environmental permits and decisions are insufficient
as well as legislation to safeguard Sámi rights. This has been repeatedly stated in opinions and
reports  by CERD, the Special  Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Special
Rapporteur on Human Rights and the Environment. Most recently in the Rönnbäcken case from
November last year. 

The large scale wind energy on Sámi territories is an extractive industry, and we have to treat it as
such. Each encroachment may be small on its own, but they accumulate to something much larger.
We urge the states within Sápmi to halt this devastating development before irreparable damaged is
caused  where  future  generations  of  Sámi  have  to  learn  about  our  culture  and ways  of  life  in
museums. 

The key to a green future is not in false solutions letting renewable energy companies operate under
the doctrines of infinite growth and ever more profits. Instead, it is partnership and nation-to-nation
relations with indigenous peoples who have been nurturing and defending our environments since
time immemorial. 

Thank you for listening! 


